MOHAMMED   AND    CHARLEMAGNE
with Jovinus, who was killed in 413, l and dismissed by Honorius,
who remained immovable, he married the beautiful Placidia at
Narbonne in 414,, which made him the Emperor's brother-in-law.
It was then that he is said to have made the famous declaration
recorded by Orosius:2 "To begin with I ardently desired to efface
the very name of the Romans and to transform the Roman Empire
into a Gothic Empire. Romania, as it is vulgarly called, would
have become Gothia\ Ataulf would have replaced Caesar Augustus.
But long experience taught me that the unruly barbarism of the
Goths was incompatible with the laws. Now, without laws there is
no State (resputtica). I therefore decided rather to aspire to the glory
of restoring the fame of Rome in all its integrity, and of increasing
it by means of the Gothic strength. I hope to go down to posterity
as the restorer of Rome, since it is not possible that I should be its
supplanter."3
In so saying he was making advances to Honorius. But the
Emperor, still immovable, refused to treat with a German who,
from his headquarters at Narbonne, might attempt to dominate
the Mediterranean.
Thereupon Ataulf, unable to confer the Imperial dignity upon
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» p. lot, jhotr and ganshof, Histoire duMoym 4get vol. I, p. 44, It was
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of Ataulf s "Germanism." But even though Ataulf thought of replacing the
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